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Faculty of International and Political 
Studies, Department of Asian Studies

dr hab. Karol Żakowski, prof. UŁ, 
karol.zakowski@uni.lodz.pl

0000-0003-2715-570X
Political science and 
administration

Japan's political system. The seminar is to prepare Ph.D. students to write a doctoral 
dissertation related to the political system and foreign policy of Japan. Ph.D. students 
conduct independent research on a selected topic, consulting the supervisor regarding the 
theoretical and methodological approach.

Faculty of International and Political 
Studies

dr hab. Michał Kobierecki, prof. UŁ
michal.kobierecki@uni.lodz.pl 

0000-0002-8180-5710 Political and social sciences

Diplomacy and International Political Relatios. The seminar is dedicated to broadly 
understood studies on international relations and diplomacy, encompassing both 
traditional approaches to diplomacy and various dimensions of public diplomacy. During 
the seminar, doctoral students will explore the determinants of international relations, 
types of diplomatic engagement, and the diversity of actors in international relations and 
diplomacy.

Faculty of International and Political 
Studies

Jarosław Gryz, Professor (full), 
jaroslaw.gryz@wsmip.uni.lodz.pl

0000-0001-6671-2391 Political and social sciences

The seminar concerns: 1. National security, including: state security, strategic 
management of state security, security and defence policy and strategy, crisis 
management. 2. International security, including: international organizations and alliances, 
security communities, institutionalization of international security, selected forms of 
international conflicts, state policies, international security environment in various 
dimensions from global to regional and local.

Faculty of International and Political 
Studies, Department of Middle East 
and North Africa

dr hab. Izabela Kończak     
izabela.konczak@uni.lodz.pl

0000-0001-9309-7697 Political and social sciences

Public Policies in the Middle East. The seminar will focus on policy development and 
implementation in selected countries in the region. It covers economic reforms, social 
policy, security, and the influence of religion and international factors on public decisions. 
The research scope combines analysis of the activities of state institutions with the 
dynamics of change occurring in the region.

Faculty of International and Political 
Studies

dr hab. Tomasz Kaminski, 
tkaminski@uni.lodz.pl

0000-0003-2389-4038 Political and social sciences
The topic of the seminar is foreign policy and diplomacy in the 21st century, with a 
particular focus on the role of non-state actors. The seminar gives possibility to engage in 
the ongoing research projects on paradiplomacy and city diplomacy.

        LIST OF TOPICS OF THE DOCTORAL SEMINARS AT THE DOCTORAL SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LODZ IN THE 
ACADEMIC YEAR 2026/2027                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



Faculty of International and Political 
Studies, Department of Political 
Systems

Katarzyna Dośpiał-Borysiak, associate 
professor, 
katarzyna.dospial@wsmip.uni.lodz.pl

0000-0003-0425-9987 Political and social sciences

Politics of Transformation: Power, Institutions, and Conflict in Processes of 
(Un)Sustainable Development
The seminar focuses on the analysis of sustainable development as a deeply political 
process, in which interests, visions of the future, and different forms of power collide. The 
emphasis shifts away from the normative ideal of sustainable development toward the 
actual mechanisms of transformation and the persistence of unsustainable development 
trajectories.
The course offers a critical reflection on the role of political institutions, expert knowledge, 
and social conflict in shaping (or constraining) transformation in areas such as climate, 
energy, environmental, and development policy. The analysis is conducted across multiple 
levels of governance – global, European Union, national, and local – allowing participants 
to capture diverse dynamics of power, responsibility, and policy implementation.

Faculty of International and Political 
Studies

dr hab. Robert Czulda, prof. UŁ  
rczulda@uni.lodz.pl

0000-0001-5885-818X Political and social sciences Contemporary national and international security, defense, Iran’s foreign and security policy, the 
Middle East
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