
Szymon Chlebowski 
Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań 
Yaroslav Petrukhin 
University of Łódź 
 
Title: Propositional Definite Descriptions in Non-Fregean Logic 
 
Abstract: In analogy with propositional quantification, we introduce a propositional 
counterpart of Russell's theory of definite descriptions within the framework of Suszko's 
non-Fregean logic. Unlike first-order definite descriptions, which yield terms denoting 
objects, our system employs a propositional iota-operator that returns formulas denoting 
propositions.  Suszko's hyperintensional logics, inspired by Wittgenstein's view that 
sentences denote situations rather than truth-values, provides a natural setting for our 
framework. Its connective for propositional identity allows one to distinguish between 
logically equivalent but non-identical propositions enabling a refined treatment of definite 
descriptions at the propositional level. We present both a semantic and a syntactic account 
of our theory: through a Kripke-style semantics and a cut-free sequent calculus. 
 


