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Challenges and dilemmas in identity construction

This keynote address highlights three interconnected dimensions of studying identity-in-discourse.
First, I examine the core challenges researchers face when identity is understood as dynamic, socially constructed and context‑dependent. Individuals shift how they present themselves across time, space and social settings, creating complex and sometimes idiosyncratic identity trajectories. These challenges are amplified by linguistic limitations, institutional pressures and the intersections of multiple identity dimensions such as profession, language and culture. Further complexity arises from the interplay between moment‑to‑moment interaction and broader ideological structures that shape how identity becomes visible in discourse.
Second, I explore the dilemmas that emerge for both identity‑builders and identity‑researchers. Communicators often balance competing demands, such as expressing authenticity while meeting disciplinary or institutional expectations. Researcher positionality also creates tensions, particularly when insider–outsider perspectives shape interpretations of identity work. The deeply contextual nature of identity research generates dilemmas around generalizability and representativeness.
Finally, I turn to the most promising methods for investigating identity through language. Evidence supports combining fine‑grained linguistic analysis with corpus tools, narrative inquiry, multimodal approaches and frameworks such as positioning theory and appraisal analysis. These multimethod designs allow researchers to capture identity as both enacted in interaction and shaped by broader structures. I argue that embracing integrative, theoretically layered approaches offers the clearest path toward understanding the complex, shifting nature of identity in discourse.
I will be making references to my research on bilingual couples. This keynote invites participants to reflect on how we can more ethically, rigorously and creatively study identity as it is performed, negotiated and transformed through language. 

