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World Café Topic 2 
European Universities and the creation of a truly European innovative 
ecosystem of post-industrial cities 
 
Host: Peter Scholten – Professor of Public Administration, Erasmus University 
Rotterdam - UNIC 
Rapporteur: Ivan Pacheco, Research Fellow, Center for International Higher 
Education. Boston College, USA 
 
Focus: 
Innova(ve forms of collabora(on are emerging between universi(es, not only in terms of 
research, but also educa(on and impact. The European Union’s ini(a(ve around European 
Universi(es is one example of this. The core focus of this world café topic is how such 
collabora(ons can contribute to the broader urban seBngs in which the universi(es are 
located. Can European universi(es provide a truly European innova(ve ecosystem that foster 
post-industrial transi(ons?  
European universi(es, as various other forms of interna(onal inter-university collabora(on, 
provide innova(ve spaces for new forms of student mobility, research collabora(on and 
sharing and impact. These provide unique opportuni(es for shaping truly European 
innova(ve ecosystems that connect ci(es with similar needs and resources, such as post-
industrial ci(es. For instance, they can provide resources for knowledge-driven economic 
innova(on, upscaling, technological innova(on for sustainability, and the sharing of prac(ces 
on how to address common social topics such as superdiversity, inequality and poverty.  
The core objec(ve of this world café is to discuss how to make European University alliances 
work and how to maximize their impact on society. 
 
Key ques+ons: 

- How can we make European Universi(es work, and what can we learn from European 
universi(es for other university collabora(ons? 

- How can European Universi(es benefit transi(ons in pos(ndustrial ci(es? 
- How should European Universi(es engage with societal actors, communi(es and 

enterprises that make up our ci(es? 
- What is the poten(al of European Universi(es for pos(ndustrial ci(es in par(cular? 
- How can European Universi(es contribute to a truly European innova(ve ecosystem 

of ci(es? 
- How can European Universi(es provide a space for sharing values and prac(ces 

between European Universi(es? 
- What can European Universi(es contribute to European values? 

 
 
 


